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SUBJECT: LATEST ROUND OF TRIALS ENDING 
REFS: A(A) KHARTOUM 2534 (B) KHARTOUM 2749 

1 . REF A REPORTED THAT NEW ROUND OF TRIALS WOULD BEGIN 
AUGUST 28 INCLUDING TRIAL IN ABSENTIA OF SADIQ AL-MAHDI 
AND OTHER JULY COUP ATTEMPT LEADERS. THESE TRIALS ARE 
NOW JUST ABOUT COMPLETED AFTER BEING CONDUCTED AT A 
SOMEWHAT LIESURELY PACE OVER MOST OF THE PAST MONTH. 
TRIALS WERE GIVEN PROMINENT MEDIA COVERAGE, BUT GENERAL 
TONE WAS SUBDUED COMPARED TO FIRST SET OF SECURITY 
TRIALS WHICH RESULTED IN LARGE NUMBER OF EXECUTIONS. 

2. VERDICTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE ANNOUNCED NEXT WEEK 
FOLLOWING EID AL-FITR HOLIDAY. HOWEVER, WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT FOUR DEFENDANTS IN THE OMDURMAN SECURITY TRIAL 
WERE EXECUTED. OTHERS RECEIVED SENTENCES OF 10-14 YEARS 
IN JAIL. REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER ADDITIONAL 
EXECUTIONS WILL FOLLOW. WE DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT 
EXECUTIONS WILL BE PUBLICIZED. 
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3. MOST INTERESTING FEATURE OF TRIALS HAS BEEN 
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TESTIMONY IN SADIQ AL-MAHDI TRIAL OF HIS COUSIN 
AHMAD AL-MAHDI. IN GENERAL AHMAD AL-MAHDI TESTIFIED 
IN SUPPORT OF NIMEIRI REGIME AND AGX NST SADDIQ. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT HE WAS I NO WAY CONNECTED WITH 
SADDIQ’S TREASONOUS ADVENTURES, AND THAT HE COMPLETELY 
DISAGREED WITH THOSE WHO MOUNTED COUP. IN PAST FEW 
DAYS AHMAD HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM JAIL, AND AT ABOUT 
SAME TIME A LONG LETTER PRAISING REGIME APPEARED IN 
ONE OF THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS. 

4. COMMENT: NIMEIRI HAS RATHER CLEVERLY CAPITALIZED 
ON LONG STANDING RELIGIOUS AND OTHER DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN SADDIQ AND AHMAD IN OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO DIVIDE 
UMMA PARTY GROUP. SIMILARLY, DESPITE INVOLVEMENT OF 
NATIONAL UNION PARTY (NUP) ELEMENTS IN COUP, NIMEIRI 
RECEIVED NUP (I.E., KHATMIA) RELIGIOUS LEADERS WITH 
CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY DURING SADDIQ TRIAL. IT APPEARS, 
THEREFORE, THAT NIMEIRI IS ATTEMPTING TO ISOLATE SADDIQ 
WING OF UMMA FROM ITS OWN ERSTWHILE ALLIES, AND HE IS 
USING CLASSIC DIVIDE-AND-CONQUER TECHNIQUES. MOREEVER, 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAS, IN FACT, HAD SOME SUCCESS 
AS IT BECOMES EVIDENT THAT IN TERMS OF JULY COUP 
ATTEMPT, AT LEAST, NIMEIRI WAS Cl F AR WINNER AND 
SADDIQ AL-MAHDI THE LOSER. 
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